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P.  M.  Hale,  State  Printer  and  Binder. 


REPORT  OF  SECRETARY  OF  STATE. 


STATE  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA, 

Office  of  Secretary  of  State, 

Raleigh,  1st  December,  1886. 

To  His  Excellency,  Alfred  M.  Scales,  Governor, 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  the  requirement  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  State,  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  submit  to  your  Excel- 
lency a  report  concerning  this  department. 

The  crowded  condition  of  the  office,  referred  to  at  length  in 
my  former  reports,  still  continues,  and  I  am  still  obliged  to  use 
the  corridors  of  the  Capitol  for  storage  purposes,  unsightly  as  it 
renders  them.  The  best  care  that  is  possible,  under  the  circum- 
stances, is  taken  of  the  public  records  and  documents  required  to 
be  kept  in  the  office,  but  until  more  room  is  given,  it  will  be 
impossible  to  take  proper  care  of  them,  and  impossible  too  to 
know  what  there  is  in  the  office  to  take  care  of.  This,  however, 
will  be  remedied  when  the  new  building  for  the  Supreme  Court 
and  Library  is  completed. 

PUBLIC    LANDS. 

Within  the  last  two  fiscal  years  990  grants  have  been  issued, 
covering  142,342  acres  of  vacant  public  land,  so-called,  as  appears 
from  the  following  statement : 
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(,  No.  of 

Counties.      ^.^^^^^ 

Alexander 13 

Alleghany 16 

Ashe  22 

Beanfort  4 

Bertie  1 

Bladen 8 

Brunswick 14 

Buncombe 12 

Burke 14 

Cabarrus 2 

Caldwell  27 

Carteret 16 

Catawba 2 

Cherokee 71 

Clay 26 

Cles'eland  2 

Columbus 6 

Craven 2 

Cumberland 4 

Currituck 8 

Dare 4 

Davidson 3 

Davie 1 

Duplin 3 

Forsyth  1 

Gaston 6 

Graham 134 

Guilford 1 

Harnett  1 

Henderson 20 

Hyde  1 

Iredell  3 

Jackson  33 

Johnston 7 

Jones 1 

Lincoln 5 


No.  of 
Acres. 
358-^ 
612| 
647i 
225J 
154 
227* 
305i 
1,001.} 
1,613.V 
6^- 
3,485^ 
6101 
6 
10,475.} 
2,1971 
12i 
395 
83 
175 
500} 

r:   9 

42} 
24 

40-&- 
U 
1181 
43,556 
2 
36} 
956} 
25 
33f 
3,091i 
51} 
11 
7lii- 


Counties. 

Macon 

Madison 

Martin 

No.  of 
Grants. 

179 

3 

2 

No.  of 
Acres. 
37,173f 
77 
36} 

Mecklenburg. 

Mitchell 

Montgomery  . 
Moore 

1 

13 

16 

12 

6} 
475 
740 
237i 
80} 

Nasli 

1 

Onslow  

1 

100 

Orange 

Pasquotank.... 
Pender 

3 

1 

4 

7??-« 

Person  

1 

531 
294 

80 

37 

283* 
50| 

Pitt 

Polk  

Randolph 

Richmond  .... 
Rockingham  . 
Rowan  

4 

5 

4 

9 

1 

2 

Rutherford 

Sampson 

12 

......       5 

Stanly 

Stokes 

Surry 

Swain 

2 

3 

10 

87 

44} 
29| 
430} 
20,1713^ 

3,190} 
191 
195 

Transylvania.. 

Tyrreil 

Union 

33 

4 

4 

Wake  

1 

5} 

Washington  ... 
Watauga 

1 

19 

79 
504 

Wilkes 

Wilson 

46 

1 

2,991 
4 

Yadkin  

1 

12J- 

Yancey  ....  .... 

11 

2,800 

It  happens  uot  unfreqiiently  that  questions  arise  as  to  the  valid- 
ity of  entries  for  land,  and  as  there  is  no  machinery  provided  for 
deternaiuiug  such  questions,  they  are  practically  left  to  the  decision 
of  the  Secretary;  and  it  is  respectfully  suggested  that  this  ought 
not  so  to  be.  A  provision  was  in,serted  in  The  Code  that  .seemed 
to  be  well  adapted  to  meet  the  ueces.sities  of  the  case,  by  which 
questions  of  titles  were  required  to  be  decided  in  the  Courts  and 
certified  to  the  Secretary,  so  that  he  might  know  how  to  act  in 
the  premises.  This  provision,  however,  the  last  Legislature 
repealed,  unwisely,  as  it  seems  to  me,  and  I  therefore  respectfully 
suggest  that  it  be  re-enacted. 
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Auother  defect  in  the  laud  law  is,  that  no  machiuery  is  pro- 
vided for  the  correction  of  errors  in  the  records  of  Grants,  no 
matter  how  patent  or  how  indisputable  they  may  be.  No  one 
person,  it  is  submitted,  ought  to  be  trusted  with  the  power  of 
correcting  the  record,  yet  the  power  ought  to  be  lodged  some- 
where, so  that  it  may  be  conveniently  exercised — aud  a  record  of 
the  changes  ought  be  to  made.  The  Council  of  State  has  a  clerk, 
keeps  minutes  of  its  meetings,  and  can  be  called  together  with- 
out difficulty  at  any  time,  aud  it  is  therefore  a  very  suitable 
depository  for  the  power  of  making  such  corrections,  and  it  is 
therefore  suggested  that  an  act  be  passed  conferring  upon  it  the 
needed  power. 

INSURANCE. 

The  following  companies  are  licensed  to  do  insurance  business, 
in  this  State,  and  pay  taxes  on  their  gross  receipts  from  business 
as  follows: 

LIFE    COMPANIES. 


Name.  Amount  of  last 

semi-annual  tax;  paid. 

Accident 

-^tna 694  96 

Connecticut  Mutual 383  73 

*Eqiiitable  

*Fidelity  Mutual  88  18 

*Globe  

*Home  Benefit 

*Inter-States 

Life  of  Virginia 116  16 

*Manhattan 


Name.  Amount  of  last 

semi-annual  tax  paid. 

*Mutual  Benefit  ...; 

New  York 143  69 

Penn  Mutual 19  42 

Presbyterian 170  46 

Provident 125  34 

Provident  Savings  16  55 

Travellers 64  14 

Union  Mutual 7  17 

Valley  Mutual 1,070  32 


FIRE    COMPANIES. 


Name.  Ajuount  of  last 

semi-annual  tax  paid. 

^tna 89  46 

Continental 53  00 

*Ciiesapeake 

Connecticut  Fire 61  51 

Fire  Association 153  34 

Georgia  Home 273  22 

German  American  270  39 

Hamburg  Bremen 103  66 

Hartford 271  58 


Name.  Amount  of  last 

semi-annual  tax  paid. 

*Mercantile 

New  York  Underwriters 139  46 

Nortii  Carolina  Home 201   69 

North  British  &  Mercantile.     135  72 

Northern    88  62 

Pelican    172  90 

Phfcnix  of  Brooklyn 197  99 

Phoiiiix  of  Hartford  .     142  66 

Phoenix  of  London 105  75 
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Name.  Amount  of  last 

semi-annual  tax  paid. 

Hibernia 54  03 

Imperial  114  61 

Insurance  Company  of 


Name.  Amount  of  last 

semi-annual  tax  paid. 

Queen 131  50 

Kochester  German 304  74 

Roval  253  33 


Nortli  America 195  68   |    *St.  Paul 

Lancasliire 203  74  i   vScottisli  Union  &  National ..       45  72 


London  Assurance 114  35 

Lion .  

Liverpool,  London  &  Globe.     381  49 
London  &  Lancashire...  ....       151  52 

*Merchants  


'•Springfield 

*Sou  t  hern 

Sun  Fire  Office 71  55 

Virginia  Fire  &  Marine 385  23 

Western 116  82 


MARINE. 
Orient  Mutual 6  20  I  Thames  &  Mersev 1  24 


*Entered  State  in  1886. 

But  although  the  above-uamed  companies  are  the  only  ones 
licensed  to  do  insurance  business  under  the  laws  of  this  State 
and  that  pay  taxes  therefor,  they  are  not  the  only  ones  that  do 
such  business  here.  The  Legislature  at  its  last  session  changed 
the  insurance  law  so  that  parties  might  obtain  insurance  from 
companies  not  licensed  here.  Of  course  there  is  great  complaint 
made  of  this  by  the  companies  that  take  out  license  and  honestly 
pay  taxes  on  the  business  they  do;  and  with  all  due  respect  to  the 
superior  wisdom  of  the  last  Assembly  it  would  seem  to  be  a  dif- 
ficult tiling  for  the  State  to  justify  itself  in  exacting  taxes  from 
companies  that  take  out  license  while  it  permits  companies  who 
do  not  take  out  license  to  come  within  its  borders  and  do  the 
same  kind  of  business  free  of  cost. 

The  only  case,  it  seems  to  me,  with  all  due  respect,  in  which 
an  unlicensed  outside  company  ought  to  be  permitted  to  do 
insurance  business  is  where  the  amount  of  insurance  on  a  single 
risk  is  greater  than  the  amount  the  licensed  companies  can  place 
upon  a  single  risk.  In  that  case  outside  companies  ought  to  be 
permitted  to  come  in  and  write  policies  for  at  least  the  surplus. 
In  all  other  cases  common  equity  seems  to  demand  that  the  State 
shall  protect  the  companies  it  licenses  and  taxes  from  the  com- 
petition of  untaxed  and  unlicensed  rivals,  and,  therefore,  I  respect- 
fully suggest  that  the  law  be  made  to  conform  to  the  principle 
herein  laid  down. 
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Another  suggestion  that  I  beg  leave  to  make  is  that  the  pen- 
alty for  violation  of  the  provisions  of  the  Insurance  Law  be  given 
to  the  Sheriff,  as  in  other  cases  of  violation  of  the  Revenue 
Law.  Experience  has  proved  that  the  present  system  is  utterly 
inadequate  to  the  detection  and  punishment  of  such  violations,  and 
thinking  the  State  owes  it  to  the  licensed  companies  to  detect  and 
punish  such  violations,  I  respectfully  recommend  the  change 
suggested,  in  the  belief  that  it  will  accomplish  the  end  intended. 

SUPREME  COURT  REPORTS. 

Since  my  last  report,  four  numbers  of  the  Supreme  Court 
Reports  have  been  published,  to-wit :  The  94th  of  918  volumes, 
of  which  205  have  been  distributed,  186  sold  and  527  are 
are  still  on  hand ;  93d  number  of  920  volumes,  of  which  205 
have  been  distributed,  248  sold,  and  467  are  still  on  hand ;  the 
92d  number  of  914  volumes,  of  which  205  have  been  distrib- 
uted, 297  sold,  and  412  are  still  on  band;  and  the  91st  number 
of  752  volumes,  of  which  205  have  been  distributed,  267  sold, 
and  321  are  still  on  hand.  The  sales  of  the  other  numbers  of 
the  Reports  are  as  follows:  86th  Report  75  sold,  275  on  hand; 
85th  Report  118  sold,  197  on  hand;  84th  Report  48  sold,  184 
on  hand;  78th  Report  28  sold,  54  on  hand;  77th  Report  28 
sold,  143  on  hand;  76th  Report  9  sold,  175  on  hand;  87th 
Report  95  sold,  227  on  hand ;  88th  Report  40  sold,  423  on 
hand;  89th  Report  90  sold,  403  on  hand;  90th  Report  186  sold, 
424  on  hand. 

In  order  to  carry  out  the  provision  of  chapter  309  of  the 
laws  of  1885,  imposing  upon  me  the  duty  of  republishing  certain 
volumes  of  the  Supreme  Court  Reports  of  this  State,  I  invited  pro- 
posals from  the  publishers  in  this  city  and  also  from  leading  pub- 
lishers in  the  North  for  the  reprinting  of  Numbers  14,  20,  75,  80 
and  81,  those  numbers  having  been  designated  by  the  members 
of  the  Supreme  Court.  The  lowest  bid  was  that  of  Peter  M. 
Hale,  and  to  him  was  awarded  the  contract  in  accordance  there- 
with at  the  sum  of  S2,475  for  editions  of  750  volumes  of  each 
number.     As  soon  as  there  shall   be  monev  on   hand   in  accord- 
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ance  with  section  3  of  said  act  sufficient  for  the  purpose,  another 
republication  will  be  made. 

LAWS,    JOURNALS,    PUBLIC    DOCUMENTS    AND   THE    CODE. 

Of  the  Laws  of  last  session,  6,405  volumes  were  received,  of 
which  5,781  volumes  were  distributed,  40  volumes  were  sold, 
and  584  volumes  are  still  on  hand. 

Of  the  Journals  of  the  same  session,  463  volumes  of  each 
were  received,  of  which  325  volumes  were  distributed  and  258 
volumes  are  on  hand. 

Of  the  Public  Documents  of  the  same  session,  364  volumes 
were  received,  of  which  323  were  distributed  and  76  volumes 
are  on  hand. 

Of  The  Code,  266  copies  have  been  distributed,  20  copies 
have  been  sold,  and  3,584  copies  are  on  hand. 

RAILROAD    COMPANIES. 

Under  the  j>rovisions  of  section  1932  of  The  Code,  the  articles 
of  association  of  all  railroad  companies  formed  under  the  general 
law  are  required  to  be  filed  in  this  office.  Since  my  last  report 
such  articles  have  been  filed  by  the  following  companies : 

Name  of  Company.  Date  of  Filing. 

Chowan  &  Southern 6th  July,  1886 

South  Atlantic  &  North  Western 31st  July,  1886 

STATIONERY. 

I  have  bought  $13,947.52  worth  of  stationery  to  meet  the 
demands  within  the  last  two  fiscal  years.  Of  this  amount  the 
counties  have  repaid  $642.80  for  goods  furnished  them.  A 
very  large  proportion  of  the  above,  however,  is  for  the  paper 
upon  which  the  Reports,  Laws,  Documents,  Journals,  Bills,  &c., 
are  printed. 
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COLLECTIONS. 

lasuraDce  tax ....$22,185  55 

Insurance  license  and  other  fees 5,358  51 

Purchase  money  for  vacant  lannds 5,975  69 

For  tax  on  seals 108  59 

For  laws.. 77  00 

For  Supreme  Court  Reports 3,253  00 

ForCode 97  00 

Total $37,055  34 

The  above  recapitulation  shows  the   amount  of  money  col- 
lected by  this  Department  and  paid  into  the  Treasury  during 
the  last  two  fiscal  years  ending  the  30th  of  November,  1884. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  L.  SAUNDERS, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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